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 Core Curriculum – Cluster Courses 
CLA: Cluster Course – Creativity and Innovation 
CLB: Cluster Course – Humanities and the Arts 
CLC: Cluster Course – Management and Society 
CLD: Cluster Course – Science, Technology and Society 
CLE: Cluster Course – Values, Cultures and Societies  
 
CLA: Cluster Course – Creativity and Innovation 
 
 
 
Course Code: CLA9003 
Course Title: Innovation in Practice 
Course Description: Innovation has become a major engine of economic 

expansion and social development. Understanding the 
dynamics of innovation and ability to plan and contribute to 
the strategic processes underlying innovation is therefore 
essential to job performance and personal career 
development in arts, economics and business. This course 
focuses on how to create value and growth through 
innovation in new and existing markets. The course will be 
taught using interactive methods and techniques 
throughout. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Marketing and International Business 

Instructor(s): Prof PENG Ling 

 
Course Code: CLA9005 
Course Title: Economics of Culture and Creativity 
Course Description: This course applies basic economic and financial theories to 

study arts, culture and venture capital. It introduces to the 
students the basics of venture capital (VC) industry and 
several culture industries. The topics covered by this course 
include the financing of VC, the corporate venturing 
experiences, the supply, demand and pricing of the 
performing and creative arts and culture heritage, the 
financing of the arts and cultural activities, and why 
economic incentives and institutions such as intellectual 
property right protection are necessary to promote creative 
activities. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Economics 

Instructor(s): Dr HO John Dit-sang 
 
Course Code: CLA9007 
Course Title: Creative Thinking 
Course Description: This course aims at assisting students to adapt to the 

demands of university education and careers in the 21st 
century by allowing them to become familiar with the 
concepts and practices of creative thinking. Through 
reading, discussion, group work, community involvement, 
and other creative works, students will learn how to identify 
underlying assumptions of a viewpoint, formulate critical 
questions on a range of issues, examine issues from multiple 
perspectives, and offer critical and creative feedback. 
Students will be asked to develop these skills with an 
awareness of the social, cultural, interpersonal, 
institutional, and technological settings, in order to 
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understand creative thinking as it is practised in context. 
Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Cultural Studies 

Instructor(s): Dr YAU Hoi Yan 

 
Course Code: CLA9010 
Course Title: Social Problem Solving and Decision Making in the Modern 

World 
Course Description: This course introduces students to social problem solving 

models to help them find ways to deal with problems 
effectively in their day-to-day lives. Life is a dynamic process, 
filled with many flourishing experiences which make life 
meaningful. However, when some experiences become 
troublesome or involve problems, people may face 
uncertainty and be unable to cope effectively. Hence, the 
study of social problem solving deals innovatively with 
different types of problems including intrapersonal 
problems (such as emotional, or personal health), 
interpersonal problems (such as marital conflict, domestic 
violence), and impersonal problems (such as insufficient 
finances). Topics of interest include conflict management, 
suicide risk, decision-making, and financial investment. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Applied Psychology and Economics 

Instructor(s): Dr YE Jiawen / Prof ZHANG Tianle 
  

 
Course Code: CLA9011 
Course Title: Subtitling: Issues in Audiovisual Translation and Culture 
Course Description: This course examines subtitling from English to Chinese and 

Chinese to English. It discusses how translation in 
audiovisual media deals with the problems of taboo, gender 
and sexuality, race and nationality, politically ‘sensitive’ 
materials, humour, and culturally specific references. It also 
investigates the translation of different film and television 
genres, and explores subtitling issues, comparing, 
contrasting and evaluating ways in which comedy, tragedy, 
action, horror, documentary and/or historical films and 
television programmes are treated. In addition to analyzing 
how subtitles are created, structured and presented in 
various genres of audiovisual products, students will practise 
editing and writing their own subtitles based on excerpts of 
films or television programmes from Hong Kong or mainland 
China. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Translation 

Instructor(s): Prof HUI Ting Yan 
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Course Code: CLA9013 
Course Title: Self-improvement, Personal and Work Success 
Course Description: The aim of this course is to help students to identify the core 

competencies that are needed for personal and career 
success and teach them the skills and strategies to build up 
those core competencies. There are a number of core 
competencies and personal qualities expected from fresh 
graduates by employers. These competencies include 
creativity, practical intelligence, analytical reasoning, 
learning competence, social competence and interpersonal 
sensitivity, emotional intelligence, interpersonal 
communication competence, self-control, self-presentation 
skills and leadership. These skills and personal qualities are 
important for personal and long term career success. The 
course is designed to cover the above-mentioned topics and 
provide a general orientation of self-improvement. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Applied Psychology 

Instructor(s): Dr YE Jiawen 
  
Course Code: CLA9015 
Course Title: Travel Writing in Chinese 記遊書寫 
Course Description: (Language of Instruction: Cantonese) 

This course introduces students to the concepts of travel 
writing. Travel writing has its own historical background in 
the Chinese literature as well as in the western literature 
realm. Writers explore the world through journey and 
communication with the self during the journey. This creates 
many different dimensions in one’s inner world. Myths, 
history, geographical recognition as well as the lyrical 
awareness can be found in many travel writings. Students 
will practice their understanding of travel writing and 
produce their own creative work in writing. They are 
required to choose a subject matter and to present it with 
their creative and innovative ideas. At least one field trip is 
required for this course. 
 
The Service-Learning scheme enables students to transform 
knowledge from the University programme to the 
community, as well as to create their own literary works. The 
scheme aims at practicing travel writing as the basic training 
for creative thinking and writing through the community 
engagement and the other related activities. Students will 
record the stories of the place, the people, as well as the 
living style of “Green Life”. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Chinese  

Instructor(s): Prof CHAN Wai Ying 
 
 
Course Code: CLA9021 
Course Title: Innovation and Entrepreneurship for Global Grand 

Challenges 
Course Description: This Innovation and Entrepreneurship course focuses on 

examining creative models and approaches that leverage 
the convergence of entrepreneurial mindsets and 
innovation for solving pressing global challenges. This 
course will inspire students to rethink the meaning of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at national and 
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global levels, question fundamental assumptions, and to 
design and implement new solutions for achieving SDGs in 
2030. Specifically, the class will examine successful 
innovation and startup models, rural and disruptive 
technologies, conservation and development struggles, and 
other critical topics that harness innovation and 
entrepreneurship for social good. Students will also learn to 
solve problems at the juncture of technology and humanity 
using a set of tools, including design thinking, product 
design cycle, project management, and marketing. The 
course focuses on social ventures. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Office of Service-Learning 

Instructor(s): Dr KO Wing Yin Albert 
  

 
Course Code: CLA9022 
Course Title: Understanding Photography 
Course Description: This course explores the central questions concerning the 

nature and functions of photography. It approaches 
photography from a number of theoretical viewpoints, 
covering ontological questions (e.g. what is special about 
photography as a representational medium?), epistemic 
questions (e.g. how do photographs provide knowledge?), 
aesthetic issues (e.g. does the ‘mechanical’ nature of 
photography somehow make the medium aesthetically 
inferior to other art forms?), and ethical questions that 
photography gives rise to. The main focus of the course will 
be on general questions like the ones above, but some 
attention will also be given to more specific, art-theoretical 
issues pertaining to photography (e.g. genre, artistic 
themes, and interpretations of particular photographs). A 
special focus will be given to how photography as a medium 
can be creative, in at least two respects: first, as a medium 
that has through its history involved numerous innovations 
for image-making (from Daguerrotypes to Smartphones); 
second how photographers have constantly explored 
various stylistic avenues to refute the sceptical challenge 
that photography is inferior to other art-forms due to its 
alleged mechanical nature. 
 
The course will include a practical component related to the 
making and appreciation of photographs 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Philosophy 

Instructor(s): Prof PETTERSSON Carl Mikael 

 
Course Code: CLA9024 
Course Title: Creative Expression with Music 
Course Description: This course provides an opportunity for students of all 

backgrounds and skill levels to learn to make music in a 
creative manner. Whether students have had no music 
training or extensive musical experience, whether they 
prefer popular or classical sytles, whether they enjoy music 
from Western or Chinese or other cultures – all students will 
learn how creative music-making works, why it is unique, 
and what can be gained from engaging in it. Students will 
not only develop a greater appreciation for music generally, 
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but also learn how music creativity can lead to other 
expressions of creativity. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Wong Bing Lai Music and Performing Arts Unit 

Instructor(s): Dr IP Kim Ho 
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CLB: Cluster Course – Humanities and the Arts 
 
Course Code: CLB9001 
Course Title: Masterpieces in Chinese Literature中國文學名著選讀 
Course Description: (Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

This course consists of lectures on the traditional as well as 
modern literary master works. The course aims at cultivating 
the interests of students in the study of Chinese literature. 
The skills of reading and writing of the major genres of 
Chinese literature will be introduced to students, sample 
work representing the characteristics of masterpieces from 
Pre- Qin (先秦) to twentieth- century are required readings. 
The course aims at cultivating in students a life-long interest 
in the study of Chinese literature. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Chinese 

Instructor(s): Prof SITOU Sau Ieng 
 
Course Code: CLB9003 
Course Title: Cross-cultural Studies of Children’s Fantasy Literature 
Course Description: (Language of Instruction: Chinese and English) 

This course introduces students to the rich and expanding 
area of children’s fantasy literature both in Chinese and in 
English. As well as reviewing the various definitions of 
children’s fantasy literature and surveying the key texts and 
movements that have shaped this literature genre, the 
course will focus on the reception of these fantasies. 
Different renditions of the classic children’s fantasy 
literature will be studied. How Chinese and English fantasies 
are received and perceived cross-culturally will also be 
explored in terms of a broader understanding of translation. 
The key thematic focus will be on “cross-cultural 
imagination”. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Translation 

Instructor(s): Dr TONG Man 
  
  
Course Code: CLB9005 
Course Title: Evolution of Chinese Language 漢語通論 
Course Description: (Language of Instruction: Cantonese)  

This course offers an introduction to both classical and 
modern Chinese language, with emphasis on the 
characteristics and evolution of Chinese characters, 
phonology, lexicon and grammar. It aims at cultivating in the 
students a deeper knowledge of Chinese language. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Chinese  

Instructor(s): Prof HSU Tzu Pin 

 
Course Code: CLB9009 
Course Title: The Origin and Functions of Arts 
Course Description: The course aims to introduce students to the origin and 

functions of arts in human history. It intends to arouse 
student interest in using and interdisciplinary approach to 
investigate the meaning of arts to man and society. It begins 
with the question of where art comes from. By studying the 
artefacts of Neolithic times and primitive cultures, it 
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investigates the behavior and theory of human creativity 
from a bio-behavioural perspective, It then proceeds to see 
how ‘art’ began and has become an important component 
in different civilisations. By scrutinizing a large spectrum of 
artefacts and art works of different times and places, it will 
examine the social and cultural contexts of arts. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Visual Studies 

Instructor(s): Prof LAW Suk Mun Sophia 

 
Course Code: CLB9010 
Course Title: An Introduction to Chinese Kunqu and Peking Operas 

Appreciation  
中國戲曲- 京崑藝術欣賞 

Course Description: (Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 
Chinese theatre has had a far-reaching influence on sharping 
Chinese Language and culture. Among all 360 traditional 
Chinese Operas and theatre performing arts, Kunqu Opera 
and Peking Opera have taken the leading positions in the 
domain, Kunqu Opera was recently awarded “non-material 
World Cultural Heritage in China” by UNESCO, and Peking 
Opera is the form which has become the national Opera of 
China. This latter form has surpassed all other types since 
the 19th century. Influenced primarily by Kunqu Opera, 
Peking Opera has been able to integrate various kinds of 
Chinese Opera and performing arts, This course introduces 
a basic knowledge of Kunqu Opera and Peking Opera. 
Through multimedia materials, students will have the 
opportunity to appreciate, analyse and practice basic 
singing in Peking Opera and Kunqu Opera. Students will be 
required to discuss and present their selected topics during 
the class. Professionals will be also invited to deliver 
seminars and demonstrations of various styles of Opera 
Arts. 
 
In addition to lectures, arrangements will be made to attend 
theater performances to appreciate Peking Opera and 
Kunqu Opera performances. Students will also be given 
opportunities to practice with performers. At the end of 
term, the students will be required to submit a paper to 
demonstrate what they have gained. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Chinese Language Education and Assessment Centre 

Instructor(s): TBA 

 
Course Code: CLB9014 
Course Title: Food, Culture and Identity 
Course Description: (Language of Instruction: English supplemented with 

Cantonese) 
Not only is food vital for survival, it is also a substance that 
is important to the construction of cultures and identities. 
Indeed, whether it is the sense of robust unpretentiousness 
that is often associated with the American hamburger or the 
meticulous attentiveness of the kaiseki ryori 懐石料理 , 
there are undeniable similarities behind the process of 
associating one type of food to a particular nationality and 
the imagination/construction of that national identity. The 
study of the gastronomical practices of one group of people, 
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thus, provides a unique and an effective means to gain 
introspective insights into the forming of various cultural 
traditions as well as to facilitate the understanding of the 
process of the formation of cultural identity. 
By focusing on the various representations of food in both 
Chinese and Western cultures, in different mediums that 
include but are not limited to the literary and the visuals, 
this course challenges students to look beyond the idea of 
food as simply a nourishment and to consider the inherent 
relationship between food and cultural identity in both the 
Eastern and Western contexts and its translational 
importance as a means for facilitating cultural exchanges. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Translation 

Instructor(s): Dr TANG Kin Ling 
 
 
Course Code: CLB9019 
Course Title: Childhood, Youth and Culture 
Course Description: This course brings together key themes and issues in the 

area of childhood and youth studies by providing diverse 
theoretical perspectives on the study of children and youth 
across the disciplines in arts, humanities, and social 
sciences. It pays particular attention to the socio-historical 
contexts in which “children” and “youth” have been defined, 
accepted and challenged in history. The course also 
problematizes the major institutional sites, such as family, 
school and media, which are closely related to a person’s 
growth from birth to adolescence and adulthood. While 
focusing on the representation of children and youth in 
advertisement, television, film, arts and government 
policies, this course enables students to reflect upon their 
personal experiences, and to explore the agency of children 
and youth. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Cultural Studies 

Instructor(s): Prof DE DIOS Anjeline Eloisa Javate 

 
Course Code: CLB9022 
Course Title: Music and World Culture 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the diversity and range of 

musical expression. Assuming no previous musical training, 
it will explore how the musics and musical instruments of 
different world cultures share common fundamental 
characteristics. At the same time, it will demonstrate the 
uniqueness of the music produced by any given culture. In 
examining both the commonalities and differences across 
different world musics, the course will also show how 
cultures apply music to an array of art forms (e.g. dance, 
theatre) and social contexts (e.g. religion, political 
revolution). It will analyse the role of music in these 
combined art forms and enriched creative expressions. 
Students will listen to and watch a range of musical 
recordings and performances, and critically evaluate these 
through discussion and writing and the reading of relevant 
scholarship. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Wong Bing Lai Music and Performing Arts Unit 
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Instructor(s): Dr IP Kim Ho 

 
Course Code: CLB9025 
Course Title: Love and Sexuality 
Course Description: What is love? Should we love our family more than 

strangers? What is romantic love and how is it related to 
sexuality? This course discusses several approaches to love 
and sexuality from different traditions and times. Among the 
main issues discussed, are: what is the essence of love, how 
can it be best understood, are some people more deserving 
of love than others, how will future developments of 
technology and society might affect our understanding of 
love? 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Philosophy 

Instructor(s): Dr MATTHIAS Andreas 

 

 
Course Code: CLB9027 
Course Title: Topics in World Literature: Women in Traditional Societies

世界文學論題：傳統社會中的女性 
Course Description: (Language of Instruction: Bilingual (i.e., in 

Cantonese/Putonghua and English) in accordance with the 
language of the original/translated texts.)  
This course offers an introduction to philosophical, religious 
and “scientific” conceptions of women through a 
comparative study of literary and related texts in the 
Chinese and non- Chinese (mainly Western) traditions. 
Students will examine ideas and practices that are partly 
universal and partly time/culture-bound. Attention will be 
paid to fostering a broad-minded understanding of literary 
and cultural developments from their beginnings to the 
modern age. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Chinese 

Instructor(s): Prof KWONG Yim Tze Charles 

 
Course Code: CLB9028 
Course Title: Ecology and Chinese Cinema 
Course Description: (Language of Instruction: Putonghua)  

This course is a survey of Chinese ecocinema--films that 
manifest ecological concerns and address environmental 
issues in Chinese film history. Students will explore a wide 
range of cinematic representations of ecological problems in 
China, and investigate cultural implications of these 
problems. Attentions will be paid to developing humanistic 
understanding of environmental issues and reflecting on 
their cultural roots. Film screening will be scheduled outside 
class meetings. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Chinese 

Instructor(s): Prof GONG Haomin 
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CLC: Cluster Course – Management and Society 
 
Course Code: CLC9002 
Course Title: Managing Personal Finance 
Course Description: The course is designed to provide students with general 

knowledge that would enable them to manage their own 
finance in a smart way. Topics include personal risks, 
personal financial planning, personal insurance products 
and strategies, cash and debt management skills, 
investment strategies and main products, and tax basics. 
This is a self-contained and non-technical introductory 
course to all students interested in having a better control 
over their financial life. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Finance and Insurance  

Instructor(s): Prof SUN Tao  
Restriction: Students having taken, or concurrently enrolled in, RIM2250 

Personal Risk and Financial Planning, are not allowed to 
choose this course, i.e. students taken RIM2250 cannot 
enroll in CLC9002. 
 
 

Course Code: CLC9003 
Course Title: Understanding Investment in the Stock Market 
Course Description: This course is specially designed to help students 

understand the basic of investments and the functions of 
capital markets. In this course we will emphasize both the 
academic and practical aspects of fundamental investment 
and portfolio management. Students will learn concepts 
that are applicable in the field of investments. 
 
The course integrates an understanding of basic market 
fundamentals, determinants of stock prices, basic chart 
analysis, importance of corporate governance, trading 
services, disciplined investing approach, practical 
investment skills and use of free web tools and financial 
reports to improve students’ financial knowledge. 
 
Moreover, the course covers the characteristics of popular 
products such as exchange traded funds and real estate 
investment trusts traded on the Hong Kong Stock Exchanges. 
The course also indicates how these investment products 
may meet the needs of investors. The active and growing 
IPO activities in Hong Kong will also be discussed. The course 
is unique in that it gives students the practical tools and 
knowledge they will not find in other courses. This is a self-
contained and non-technical introductory course to all 
students interested in having a better control over their 
financial life. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Finance and Insurance 

Instructor(s): CHOI KA Sing 
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Course Code: CLC9004 
Course Title: Traditional Chinese Though and Management 
Course Description: This course prepares students with an understanding of the 

relationship between traditional Chinese though and Chinese 
management in contemporary contexts at the introductory, 
broad-based and general level. It not only aims at providing 
students with the concepts, principles of traditional Chinese 
though that influence management practices, but also tries 
to help students to understand the implications of various 
aspects of traditional Chinese though for cross-cultural 
management issues. Through the course, students are 
expected to improve their understanding of the impact of 
traditional Chinese though on management practices, both 
within Chinese culture and in cross-cultural contexts, and 
thus will be equipped with relevant competence and 
understanding to handle such cultural issues in their future 
career. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Management 

Instructor(s): Prof CHEN Yifeng 
 
Course Code: CLC9005 
Course Title: Finance and Politics: Public Interests and Private 

Manipulation 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the nature of financial 

institutions, corporate ownership structure and corporate 
governance through case studies, anecdotal evidence and 
academic papers. Students will be expected to develop 
practical perspectives on financial policies and government 
regulations, and be able to articulate implications for future 
financial development and practices in both Hong Kong and 
worldwide. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Economics  

Instructor(s): Dr WONG Wai Chung 
  
Course Code: CLC9006 
Course Title: Law and Governance 
Course Description: This course attempts to cultivate students’ understanding of 

the core issues and debates about government, law, society, 
and their inter-relationship, particularly in the context of 
Hong Kong. At the same time, this course helps students to 
apply theories to analyze practical issues, think laterally, 
engage in community and public affairs, and present 
arguments intelligently and persuasively. These skills are 
essential to students in their future careers, particularly in 
the public sector. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Political Science 

Instructor(s): Prof TAM Wai Keung 
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Course Code: CLC9007 
Course Title: Stress Management, Health and Life Balance 
Course Description: Rapid changes in this century will see enormous 

transformations in global and local economic, social and 
cultural development. These changes may present challenges 
to young university students, particularly in managing stress. 
This course will acquaint our first year students with 
knowledge about stress management to help cope with 
changes, stress, and burnout in university and wider social 
life. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Applied Psychology 

Instructor(s): Prof SIU Oi Ling 
  
Course Code: CLC9008 
Course Title: Business Ethics 
Course Description: This course introduces ethical issues and dilemmas 

concerning various aspects of business and management, 
and provides a foundation of ethical concepts and a wide 
range of perspectives that are relevant to resolving and 
preventing such problems. Topics include ethics in business, 
using ethical principles in business, causes of ethical 
problems, establishing ethical safeguards, ethics in the 
marketplace, ethical issues related to investors and 
stockholders, ethics of consumer protection and marketing, 
and ethical issues related to employment. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Management 

Instructor(s): Prof WANG Nan 
 
Course Code: CLC9009 
Course Title: Corporate Social Responsibility 
Course Description: A range of perspectives on Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR), such as ownership theory and stewardship theory, will 
be introduced and debated in the course. The concept of 
stakeholders will be discussed, and the process of 
stakeholder analysis will be illustrated. The course will 
examine stakeholder perspectives on selected issues in the 
areas of environment such as pollution, global warming, 
biodiversity, and genetically modified foods; and technology 
such as privacy, intellectual property, health, biotechnology, 
etc. Actual and potential governmental policies concerning 
selected public and social issues involving business will be 
debated. Examples of the CSR policies and practices of 
various local and international companies, e,g., strategic 
philanthropy, will be examined, and the course will envisage 
possible directions for CSR. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Management  

Instructor(s): Ms TANG Mo Lin Moureen 
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Course Code: CLC9010 
Course Title: Getting to Yes through Negotiation 
Course Description: As stated by the University, two of the ideal Lingnan 

Graduates Attributes are: 1) Be imaginative and possess 
problem solving capabilities and 2) excellent cooperative 
skills, based on tolerance, integrity, civility, and a sense of 
personal responsibility. This course addresses both of these 
attribute requirements through the focal topic of 
negotiation. Negotiation is the art and science of securing 
agreements between two or more interdependent parties. 
Whether you know it or not, you negotiate every day. You 
have to negotiate with your boss, your subordinates, your 
clients, your families, your friends, your fellow students and 
many others. It is essential to be equipped with the 
knowledge and skills to improve the outcomes of your 
negotiations. The course is an introductory course on 
negotiation. It introduces students to the theory and practice 
of negotiation. 
 
This seminar-style course examines the wide variety of 
approaches to the analysis of and practice of negotiation and 
related issues. Students will learn frameworks for analysing 
negotiation, and roles of specific factors, including: affect, 
culture, relationship, alternatives, time pressures, third 
parties (mediators), and power. This course explores 
negotiations in many contexts: simple personal transactions, 
public and private sector collective bargaining, resolving 
conflicting interests within an organisation and across 
organisations. This course will also explore ethical issues in 
negotiation. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Management 

Instructor(s): Prof WONG Shiu Ho 
 
 
Course Code: CLC9011 
Course Title: China as a Business & Consumer Society 
Course Description: This course takes a cross-disciplinary approach to the 

understanding of the transitional nature of the Chinese 
economy and society in the past three decades and the 
evolution of business institutions and consumer culture in 
the post-reform mainland China. It reviews how social 
institutions and shifting policies affect organisational 
behaviour in terms of governance and business practices. 
Further, it explores how social institutions, and cultural 
factors have transformed the Chinese society and more 
specifically affected consumer values and lifestyles and 
consumption patterns in mainland China. It provides a solid 
foundation for understanding the business environment, 
environmental characteristics of that shape the Chinese 
business organizations, and emerging consumer classes and 
the related socio-cultural issues in a rapidly changing 
society. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Marketing and International Business 

Instructor(s): Prof Cui Geng 
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Course Code: CLC9014 
Course Title: Hong Kong Civil Service 
Course Description: The course analyses the civil service system of the Hong 

Kong SAR, and the societal and political impacts on civil 
service management structures.  It examines the 
institutions, management processes, and major issues 
confronting the civil service system.  A brief introduction 
to the civil service systems of mainland China, the United 
Kingdom and the United States will also be provided in the 
later stage of lectures to further enhance students’ 
understanding of important international public personnel 
systems.  If possible, guest talks by former Hong Kong 
senior civil servants will be arranged to provide students 
with insights into the current operation and practices of the 
system in post-handover Hong Kong.  This course will 
benefit students who are planning to pursue their career in 
the government or other public sectors after graduation. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Political Science 

Instructor(s): Prof TAM Wai Keung 
 
Course Code: CLC9017 
Course Title: Labour Markets, Employability and Career Development 
Course Description: Employability includes the ability to gain initial employment, 

to maintain employment, and to obtain new employment if 
required, while meeting one’s own job and career 
performances. This course helps students to explore their 
career options, identify career preferences, establish career 
goals and gain insights into how to enhance and demonstrate 
their own employment practitioners in order to identify 
requisite graduate attributes and how these are being 
assessed. Other learning activities include analysis of the 
market for occupations, self-assessment career tests to 
develop students’ personal awareness of their own strengths 
and weaknesses, and career aspiration. This course requires 
students to engage critically with conceptual frameworks for 
diagnosing and assessing salient factors in career choices, 
and to apply appropriate conceptual frameworks when 
making self-representation decisions and applying 
employability strategies. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Management 

Instructor(s): Ms WAN Man Kei 
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Course Code: CLC9018 
Course Title: Games in Daily Life 
Course Description: People, organisations, and states interact in various situations, 

where the actions of each party (people, organisation, or state) 
will affect the interests of the other parties, which can be 
conflicting or common. Competitive or cooperative situations 
of this sort are regarded as “games.” To make strategic and 
rational decisions in game situations, each party needs to 
understand the rationale behind others’ actions or responses 
to his or her own decisions. This necessitates the game 
methods, which underpin how each party can adopt rational 
strategies in everyday interactions with other parties. 
 
This course presents the concepts, social contexts, and basic 
methods of games. We use the game-based lecture method to 
teach how students can undertake strategic reasoning and 
decision-making in a wide range of social situations. Students 
will be encouraged and supported—through active 
engagement in a series of real games and game experiments, 
and participation in reflective discussions about their game 
experiences—to develop rational and effective approaches to 
strategic reasoning and decision-making as players in 
competitive and cooperative settings. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Computing and Decision Sciences 

Instructor(s): Prof LENG Mingming 

  



1st term, 2019-20 
 

16 
 

CLD: Cluster Course – Science, Technology and Society 
 
Course Code: CLD9001 
Course Title: Technology & Cultural Change 
Course Description: This course introduces basic frameworks to enhance 

students’ understanding of the complex relation between 
technology and cultural change. Emphasising both socio-
cultural perspectives on technology and the cultural impacts 
of technological development, the course will focus on such 
questions as: how does technology shape our cultural life, 
and what meanings do technological artifacts acquire in the 
process? How are these meanings produced and circulated 
in particular historical and social contexts? Do cultural 
factors affect the development of technology and, if so, 
how? 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Cultural Studies  

Instructor(s): Prof CASTILLO BAUTISTA Roberto Carlos 
 
Course Code: CLD9002 
Course Title: Understanding Social and Economic Indicators 
Course Description: The course starts with providing students with the 

knowledge about the nature, meanings, measurements, 
and limitations as well of major social and economic 
indicators which have widely been used internationally for 
measuring and comparing the socioeconomic development 
of societies. It is followed by applying these indicators in 
assessing the social and economic development of Hong 
Kong. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Economics and Sociology & Social Policy  

Instructor(s): Dr WANG Yanchen 
 
 
Course Code: 

 
CLD9003 

Course Title: Statistics in Modern Society 
Course Description: Wells, H.G., the celebrated English author and historian, 

noted more than 100 years ago that “statistical thinking will 
one day be as necessary for efficient citizenship as the ability 
to read.” Modern society is becoming so complex that there 
is an ever increasing need for citizens to possess an array of 
analytical skills. This course will help students develop skills 
in statistical thinking and reasoning through the use of real 
world examples from the fields of economics, business, 
psychology, sociology, and political science. For example, 
does daycare breed bullies? Is your lifestyle healthy? Who 
benefits from a tax cut? Are the rich getting richer? Are we 
smarter than our parents? This course will address such 
issues as these in order to illustrate ‘user friendly’ 
approaches to statistical studies. The course is specifically 
designed for non-statistical majors. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Computing and Decision Sciences  

Instructor(s): Mr LAM Wing Lun 
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Course Code: CLD9004 
Course Title: Mathematical Literacy in Today’s World 
Course Description: Hermann Weyl (1885-1955) said: “Mathematics sets the 

standard of objective truth for all intellectual endeavours, 
science and technology bear witness to its practical 
usefulness. Besides language and music, it is one of the 
primary manifestations of the free creative power of the 
human mind, and it is the universal organ for world-
understanding through theoretical construction. 
Mathematics must therefore remain an essential element of 
the knowledge and abilities which we have to teach, of the 
culture we have to transmit, to the next generation.” 
 
This course stresses the prevalence, relevance, and 
practicality of mathematics in modern society. Numerous 
real world examples, such as traveling plans for a postman 
and a salesman, voting methods and strategies, social 
choice, elections and the time value of money, will expose 
the non specialist to contemporary mathematical thinking. 
The mathematical techniques involved are taught via hands-
on applications. This subject is specifically designed for non-
mathematics majors. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Computing and Decision Sciences  

Instructor(s): Mr CHUNG Chi Wai 
 
Course Code: CLD9015 
Course Title: Understanding Evolution 
Course Description: “Nothing in biology makes sense except in the light of 

evolution” (Dobzhansky, 1973) 
Biology is the study of living things, and includes a diverse 
range of topics such as genetics, physiology, and ecology—
evolution is the theory that connects all subjects in biology. 
The goal of this course is to provide students with a 
working knowledge of evolutionary theory and use it to 
understand current issues (i.e. disease, climate change, 
and human behavior). The course will begin with lessons 
on the nature of science, followed by the history of 
evolutionary thought, key concepts of evolution, 
implications of evolution, and application to current issues. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Science Unit 

Instructor(s): Prof FONG Jonathan Julio / Dr MA Kwan Ki 
 
Course Code:  

CLD9018 
Course Title: Natural History of Hong Kong 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the natural history of 

Hong Kong. Natural history is the scientific study of living 
organisms and their environment, focusing on observation 
to gather data. Geographically sitting in the transition zone 
between tropical and temperate habitats, Hong Kong has a 
diversity of habitats, rich biodiversity compared to its size 
(e.g. Hong Kong is home to ~⅓ of China’s bird species) and 
is also home to globally endangered (e.g. Black-faced 
spoonbill, Golden coin turtle, Chinese pangolin) and 
endemic species (not found anywhere else in the world; 3 
reptiles, 1 amphibian, 5 fish, 19 invertebrates, and 20 
vascular plants). The goal of this course is to combine the 
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theory learned in the classroom with hands-on experience 
in the field to learn about the ecosystems and living 
organisms of Hong Kong. 

Credit(s): 3 
Department: 
Instructor(s): 

Science Unit 
Prof MC GINLEY Mark Julio 

 
Course Code: CLD9019 
Course Title: Calculus with Applications in Today’s World 
Course Description: Calculus plays an important role in the understanding of 

today’s world. This is an introductory course which 
presents the ideas and techniques of calculus with an 
informal, intuitive and geometric approach. Students need 
to learn both the major tools and theories in calculus and 
applications of calculus to real-life situations in business, 
economics, the social sciences, natural sciences and visual 
arts. This course will equip students with calculus 
background needed for further study in many disciplines. 

Credit(s): 3 
Department: 
Instructor(s): 

Computing and Decision Sciences 
Prof SHANG Weixin 

 
Course Code: CLD9020 
Course Title: Artificial Intelligence and Society 
Course Description: This course provides an accessible introduction to the main 

methods of applied artificial intelligence as they are used 
in commonly available household products, care robots, 
self-driving cars, and automated weapons. After 
establishing some theoretical basis (theories of 
intelligence, methods of AI), it goes on to describe in detail 
the architecture of a number of easy, introductory AI 
systems (expert systems, computer game players, chat 
bots, and robotic pets), while also presenting these 
systems in the classroom and giving the students the 
opportunity to interact with them and (give sufficient 
interest and ability of the students) to make some easy 
modifications and adaptations. This hands-on approach is 
a unique feature of this course, and will give the students 
some actual experience in 5 handling, analysing, and 
understanding the workings of basic AI systems. No 
previous programming knowledge is needed, but students 
should be open to learning basic concepts from computer 
science. All actual interaction with computers will be in 
form of guided exercises that do not require special skills. 
Finally, the course will address the social and ethical 
implications of autonomous machines, using examples 
such as household assistants, care robots, self-driving cars, 
and autonomous weapons. 
 
No prior programming experience is needed, but 
participants should have a basic 
familiarity with computers and an interest in information 
technology. 

Credit(s): 3 
Department: 
Instructor(s): 

Philosophy 
Dr MATHIAS Andreas 
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Course Code: CLD9024 
Course Title: Mapping Our Changing World 
Course Description: This course is about geography and maps with an 

introduction to techniques of making maps. The contents 
cover principles of map making and design, thematic 
mapping techniques, map data processing and 
management. Modern technologies today such as web-
based mapping, GPS and GIS (Global Positioning and 
Geographic Information Systems) tools will also be covered. 
This course combines classroom teaching and hands-on 
tutorial in two 1.5-hour sessions. Classroom teaching 
involves lectures about basic mapping concepts and 
procedures. Hands-on tutorial enables students to explore 
web-based mapping applications and learn mapping skills 
by practice. 

Credit(s): 3 
Department: 
Instructor(s): 

Science Unit 
Prof WONG Pui Yun Paulina 

  
 
Course Code: CLD9025 
Course Title: Climate Change and Human Health 
Course Description: This course provides an overview of issues related to climate 

change and human health in the context of public health. It 
introduces fundamental concepts of climate change and 
climate change related human health impacts. The course 
comprises a series of 3-hour lecture and discussion sessions, 
as well as field trips. Lectures will cover topics such as causes 
and consequences of climate change and scientific methods 
relating to climate change assessments. The policy 
implication about different adaptation and mitigation 
strategies related to climate change and human health 
impacts will also be examined. Guest speakers of related 
disciplines will be invited to talk about future impacts of 
climate change and small-group field trips will be arranged. 
Other learning activities include movie appreciation, case 
studies, media reviews, data analyses, field trips and group 
discussions. 

Credit(s): 3 
Department: 
Instructor(s): 

Science Unit 
Prof WONG Pui Yun Paulina 

  
 
Course Code: CLD9026 
Course Title: Food: Health, Technology and Environment 
Course Description: Food is essential to life. The course aims to provide students 

a comprehensive overview of scientific principles and issues 
related to food production and consumption by combining 
knowledge from multiple disciplines, including food science, 
environmental sciences, public health and social science. 
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to 
critically discuss the concepts and apply the knowledge to 
make healthy and sustainable choices of food. 

Credit(s): 3 
Department: 
Instructor(s): 

Science Unit 
TBA 
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CLE: Cluster Course – Values, Cultures and Societies 
 
Course Code: CLE9002 
Course Title: Ethical Issues Facing Young Professionals 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the role of professionals 

in modem society, professional responsibilities, and ethical 
issues that arise in various professional contexts. It provides 
an overview of sociological theories of professions and using 
various theories of ethics to analyse ethical dilemmas in 
various professions, and reviews cases that call into 
question the extent to which professions are meeting their 
obligations to serve the public interest. Significant ethical 
issues, such as the need for professional objectivity and 
conflicts of interest that potentially impair objectivity, are 
considered in a variety of professional contexts. The use of 
common approaches to the promotion of ethical awareness 
and practice and the resolution of ethical dilemmas in the 
professions, such as professional codes of ethics, is also 
discussed. 

Credit(s): 3 
Department: 
Instructor(s): 

Accountancy 
Prof SIMMONS Richard Stanley  

 
Course Code: CLE9007 
Course Title: China Through the Eyes of the West 
Course Description: This course intends to give students an understanding of 

how Western views of China have changed through history, 
and how many of the same views still resonate today. One 
key theme is that often the West has viewed China in terms 
of its own needs, desires and fears, rather than through 
making any genuine attempt to “understand” China as it 
really is. The history of contacts between China and the 
West will be largely focused on contemporary texts, ranging 
through travellers’ and missionaries’ accounts, novels, 
poems, periodicals, newspapers, films, etc. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
History 

Instructor(s): Prof HAMPTON Mark Andrew 
 
Course Code: 
Course Title: 

CLE9012 
Financial Markets and Their Impacts on Society 

Course Description: This course is an introduction to the contributions of 
financial markets and institutions to our society. The course 
will discuss how financial markets have helped foster 
innovation, entrepreneurial business, and economic 
growth. It will examine the role of financial institutions, the 
costs and benefits of financial regulations, and the causes 
and consequences of financial crises. The course will also 
cover the important topic of microfinance and its benefits to 
economic development and social stabilization. Through 
this course, students are expected to understand the 
impacts of financial markets on our society and develop the 
ability to think critically about financial issues. This is a self-
contained and non-technical introductory course. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Finance and Insurance 

Instructor(s): CHOI Ka Sing  
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Course Code: 
Course Title: 

CLE9014 
Ethnicity and Nationalism 

Course Description: A central goal of liberal arts education is to enable students 
to acquire international awareness and become a citizen of 
the world community, and political, social and cultural 
movements rooted in conceptions of ethnicity or 
nationhood have undeniably shaped, and are continuously 
shaping, the modern world that we live in. This course 
focuses on the role of ethnic communities and nations 
within the domestic politics of sovereign states. It will 
introduce students to concepts and definitions of ethnicity 
and nationalism, and explore the historical and 
contemporary basis for their development and significance. 
It will also examine some exemplar research that will guide 
us to understand these phenomena better. Conflicts 
generated by nationalist demands for political recognition, 
and how states deal with them, will be discussed. This 
course will conclude with an investigation into the 
controversial issue of intervention by other states and 
international organisations in civil wars within sovereign 
states. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Political Science 

Instructor(s): Prof CHUNG Chien-peng 
 
Course Code: 
Couse Title: 

CLE9017 
The Value of Sport 

Course Description: Sport has become a global phenomenon, but it is also an 
integral part of society and history at a national and local 
level. This course introduces students to different 
disciplinary approaches to understand the development and 
dynamics of this particular aspect of globalization. Despite 
evidence of emerging sports monocultures across the globe, 
this course demonstrate the diffusion of sports has 
stimulated or reinforced cosmopolitan and ethnic 
consciousness. In addition, sport embodies and transmits 
important values that are integral to human societies. 
Examples will be drawn from Hong Kong and the region, and 
case studies of some well-known sporting personalities and 
of particular sports will be used to illustrate the debates. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Sociology and Social Policy 

Instructor(s): Dr CHU Pok/ Prof O'CONNOR Paul James/   
Prof HO John Dit-sang 

 
Course Code: 
Couse Title: 

CLE9018 
Religious Behaviour, Belief and Experience 

Course Description: Religion is an important part of human civilisation. People 
from all cultural traditions engage in some form of religious 
practices with variations in the beliefs and values tied to 
different religious systems. Social scientists have long been 
interested in the explanations and implications of religion to 
people’s thinking and behaving as an individual or a member 
of a group. This course aims to provide students a systematic 
introduction of the concepts and theories about religious 
behaviours, beliefs, and experiences. The major focus will be 
on the understanding of religious practices and the scientific 
study of religion. Key contents include definition of religion 
and religious worldviews and experiences, psychosocial 
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impact of religion, religion-related social behaviours and 
associated controversial issues, and relationship between 
religion and humanism. 

Credit(s): 
Department:  

3 
Applied Psychology 

Instructor(s): Dr Ng Ting Kin 

 
Course Code: CLE9019 
Course Title: The Legal System of the People’s Republic of China (RPC) 
Course Description: The course introduces to students the salient features of the 

legal system in the PRC, constitutional doctrines and state 
structure, sources of law and the law-making system, legal 
institutions including the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of 
Public Security, the courts and procuratorates, lawyers, 
notaries, civil and criminal procedure, mediation and 
arbitration. Whenever appropriate, comparisons will be 
made with the legal system in the HKSAR. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Accountancy 

Instructor(s): Dr HAN Peng 
 
Course Code: CLE9022 
Course Title: Real Estate and Its Social Value in Asian Societies 
Course Description: This course is designed to introduce the nature, practice and 

social value of real estate development, including the 
importance of real estate to society, the economic value of 
real estate, government policies on real estate 
development, and discussions on how culture and 
traditional concepts influence the real estate markets in 
Hong Kong. Comparisons will be made among real estate 
investments in Hong Kong and other Asian cities. The course 
involves non-technical introductory content and practical 
tools for real estate investments from the perspective of 
ordinary investors. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Finance and Insurance 

Instructor(s): Dr YICK Ho Yin 
 
Course Code: CLE9023 
Course Title: Service Leadership 
Course Description: Service leadership can be defined as the sincere pursuit, as 

a leader, of the core purpose of serving society and/or of 
contributing to well-being and development for others, 
through collaboration with the people involved, while also 
meeting the leader’s personal needs. This course analyzes 
the nature of service leadership, and how it can be practiced 
by individuals and in teams. Based on case examples and 
students’ own experiences, the course compares and 
contrasts service leadership practices that help meet the 
needs of people, communities and environments, with 
inappropriate leadership practices that result in unwelcome 
‘solutions’ and service failure. Students receive guidance 
and support in acquiring and developing salient knowledge, 
practical abilities, character dispositions, and caring 
qualities that constitute service leadership. The course also 
examines how appropriate organizational values and 
systems can reinforce service leadership in encouraging and 
empowering organizational members at all levels to meet 
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the legitimate needs of service recipients. 
Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Management 

Instructor(s): Prof SNELL Robin Stanley 
  
Course Code: CLE9024 
Course Title: Democracy versus Dictatorship 
Course Description: Political systems in the world, broadly speaking, can be 

classified into either democracies or dictatorships. These 
two political systems have differing philosophical backups, 
different institutional and bureaucratic arrangements and 
divergent social, economic and cultural backgrounds which 
sustain their existence. This course examines the 
philosophical origins, institutional characteristics and 
relevant economic, social, cultural and political conditions 
sustaining and changing democracies and dictatorships. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Political Science 

Instructor(s): Prof CHAN Che Po 
 
Course Code: CLE9025 
Course Title: Understanding Life and Happiness: An Interdisciplinary 

Approach 
Course Description: This course applies an interdisciplinary approach to positive 

living, with a view to equipping students with the practical 
skills to make the most of their precious lives. It introduces 
students to the concepts of mental capital and mental 
goods, and shows how mental capital is shaped by habits 
and culture. Examples will be drawn from well-known 
personalities and companies, to show how people could be 
bogged down unnecessarily by “sunk costs and past glory” 
and how personal effort can make a huge difference to the 
“set range of happiness” and even circumstances, both of 
which are over the longer run affected by consistent effort 
and voluntary choices. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Economics 

Instructor(s): Prof HO John Dit-sang 
 
Course Code: CLE9026 
Course Title: The Everyday Culture of the Web 
Course Description: This course studies the role of material media in everyday 

communication. It connects the analysis of the technical 
features and design of digital communication technologies 
to social norms, meanings, and cultural performances. It 
encourages students to 1) look critically at our relations to 
existing technologies and 2) imagine creatively how they 
could be different. Students will read recent texts in new 
media studies with reference to the cultural forms and 
workings of concrete technologies such as search engines, 
tags, like buttons, and filters as well as norms such as “user-
friendliness” and “interactivity.” Students will examine such 
technologies in the contexts of work, consumption, 
participation, affect, and identity. Through guest lectures 
and workshops, students can seek a dialogue with the local 
community of coders and new media designers in Hong 
Kong. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Cultural Studies 
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Instructor(s): Prof IP Iam Chong 
 
 
Course Code: CLE9030 
Course Title: Mind, Body, and Emotion 
Course Description: This course explores how mind, body, and emotion have 

been studied in philosophy and psychology. In the first part 
of the course, we will discuss different ways people have 
understood the relationship between mind and body, and 
see how these views have changed over time. In the second 
part of the course we will discuss in-depth two particular 
theories of mind, body, and emotion that will help us 
understand the answers to a surprisingly broad set of 
questions about our experiences, emotional life, and the 
choices we make. 

Credit(s): 
Department: 

3 
Visual Studies 

Instructor(s): Prof FROME Jonathan Howard 
 

 


